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The American Parriot’s Prayerg 


ARENT of all, omnipotent 
~ In heav’n, and earth below, 
Thro’ all creation’s bounds unfpent, 
Whofe ftreams of goodnefs flow. 


‘Teach me to know from whence I rofe, 
And unto what defign’d ; 

No private aims let me propofe, 
Since link’d with human kind. 


But chief to hear my country’s voice, 
‘May all my thoughts incline, 

?Tis reafon’s law, ’tis virtue’s choice, 
*Tis nature’s call and thine. 


Me from fair freedom’s facred caufe, 
Let nothing e’er divide ; 
Grandeur, nor gold, nor vain applaufe, "i 
Nor friendthip falfe mifguide. | a | 


Let me not faction’s partial hate 
Purfue to this Land’s woe ; 
Nor grafp the thunder of the ftate, 
‘To wound a private foe. | 


If, for the right, to wifh tke wrong 

My country fhall combine. 
Single to ferve th’ erron’ous throng, | 
Spight of themfelves, be mine. 


TY a eT E 


Printed, and now Selling at One Shilling (being left than 
half Price), to all the Purchafers of the Firft and Second 
Editions ; alfo annexed to the Large Edition, which is now 
felling by Ropert Bert, im Third-Street, Philadelphia. 
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COMMON SENSE, 
AMERICAN INDEPENDANCY defended. 


HEN the little pamphlet intitled 
COMMON SENSE firft made its 
appearance in favor of that fo often 

abjured idea of independance upon Great- 

Britain, I was informed that no lefs than 

three gentlemen of refpectable abilities were 

engaged to anfwer it. As yet 1 have feen 
nothing which direétly pretends to difpute 

a fingle pofition of the author. The oblique 

effay in Humphreys’s paper, and folema 

Teftimony of the Quakers, however intend- 

ed, having offered nothing to the purpofe, 

I thall take leave to examine this important 

quettion, with all candor and attention, and 

fubmit the refult to my much interefted 


country. 


Dependance of one man, or ftate, upon 
another is either abfolute, or limited by 


{ome certain terms of agreement. The 
| dependance 
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dependance of thefe colonies which Great 
Britain calls conffetutional, as declared by ac&t 
of Parliament, is abfolute. If the contrary 
of this be the bugbear fo many have been 
declaiming againft, I could wifh my coun- 
trymen would confider the confequence of 
fo ftupid a profeffion. If a limited depen~ 
dance isintended, I would be much obliged 
co any one who will thew me the Britanno- 
American Magna Charta wherein the terms 
of our limited dépendance are precifely { 
fated. If no fuch thing can be found, and 
abjolute dependance be accounted inadmfli- 
ble, the found we are {quabbling about has 
certainly no determinate meaning. If any 
{ay we mean that kind of dependance we 
acknowledged at and before the year 1763 ; 
I anfwer, vague and uncertain laws, and more 
e/peciaily CONSTITUTIONS, are the very in- 
ftruments of flavery. The Magna Charta 
of England was very explicit, confidering | 
the time it was formed, and yet much : 
blood was fpilt in difputes concerning its 
meaning. | | 


i 
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Befides the danger of an indefinite de- 
pendance upon an undetermined power, it 
might be worth while to confider what the 
charafters are on whom weare fo ready to 
acknowledge ourfelves dependant. The vo- 
| taries 
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faries for this idol tell us, upon the good 
people of our Mother Country, whom they 
reprefent as the moft jut, humane, and af- 
fectionate friends we can have in the world. 
Were this true, it were fome encourage- 
ment; but who can pretend ignorance that 
thefe juft and humane friends are as much 
under the tyranny of men of a reverfe cha- 
racter as we fhould be, could thofe mifcre- 
ants gain their ends? I difclaim any more 
than a mutual dependance on any map, of 
number of men upon earth; but an indefi- 
nite dependance upon a combination of 
men, who have, in the face of the fun, 
broken thro’ the moft folemn covenants, de- 
bauched the hereditary, and corrupted the 
elective guardians of the people’s rights, 
who have, in faét, eftablifhed an abfolute 
tyranny in Great-Britain and Ireland, and 
openly declared themfelves competent to bind 
the Colonifis in all cafes whatfoever : I fay in- 
definite dependance on fuch a combination 
of ufurping innovators is evidently as dan- 
gerous to liberty, as fatal to civil and focial 
happinefs, as any one ftep that could be pro- 
pofed, even by the deffroyer of men. ‘The 
utmoft that the honeft party in Great-Britain 
can do, is to warn us to avoid this depen- 
dance at all hazards! Does not even a Duke 
of Grafton declare the minifterial meafures 


illegal 
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illegal and datibedobat ?. And fhall America, 
no way connected with this adminiftration, 
prefs our fubmifiion to fuch meafures, and 


reconciliation to the authors of them? 


Would not fuch peer wretches 
equally forward the recal of the Stuart fa- 
mily, and the eftablifhment of Popery 


. throughout Chriftendom, did they conceive 


the party in favor of thofe loyal meafures 
the ftrongeft? Shame on the men who can 
court exemption from prefent trouble and 
expence, at the price of their own and pof+ 
terity’s liberty! The honeft party in Eng- 
land cannot with for the reconciliation pro- 
pofed. It is as tnfafe to them as to us, 
and they thoroughly apprehend it, What 

check have they now upon the crown, and 
what fhadow of control can they pretend, 
when the crown can command fifteen or 


twenty millions a year, which they have no- 


thing to fay to? A proper proportion of our 
commerce is all that can benefit any good 


man in Britain or Ireland, and God forbid. 


we fhould be fo cruel as to furnifh bad men 


‘with power to enflave both Britain and Ame- 


rica. Admiuniftration has now fairly diffe- 
vered the dangerous tie: Execrated will he 
be by the lateft poiterity who again joins the 
fatal cord! But fay the puling pufilianimous 
we fhall be fubject to a long and 

' bloody 
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bloody war, if ,we declare independance. 
On the contrary, I affirm it the only ftep 
that can bring the conteit to a fpeedy and 
happy iffue. By declaring independance we 
place ourfelves on a footing for an equal ne- 
gociation: Now we are called a pack of 
villainous rebels, who, like the St. Vin- 
cent Indians, can expect nothing more than 
a pardon for our lives, andthe fovereign fa- 
vor, refpecting freedom and property, zo de 
at the King’s will, Grant Almighty God 
that I may be numbered with the dead be- 
fore that fable day dawn on North-Ame- 

rica ! | 
All Europe knows the illegal and inhu- 
man treatment we have received from Bri- 
tons. All Europe wifhes the haughty em- 
prefs of the main reduced to a more hum- 
ble deportment. After herfelf has thruit 
her Colonies from her, the maritime pow- 
ers cannot be fuch idiots as to fuffer her to 
reduce. them to a more abfolute obedience 
of her dictates than they were heretofore 
obliged to yield. Does not the moft fuper- 
ficial politician know that while we profefs 
ourfelves the fubjetts of Great-Britain, and 
yet hold arms againft her, they have a righe 
to treat us as rebels, and that according to 
the laws of nature and nations no other 
| {tate. 
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ftate has a right to interfere in the difpute? 
But on the other hand, on our declaration 
of independance, the maritime ftates at leaft 
will find it their intereft, which always fe- 
cures the queftion of inclination, to protect 
a people who can be fo advantageous to 
them. So that thofe fhort-fighted politict- 
ans, who conclude that this ftep will involve 
us in flaughter and devaftation, may plainly 
perceive that no meafure in our power will 
fo naturally and effe@ually work our deliver- 
ance. The motion of a finger of the Grand 
Monarch would proeure’ as gentle a temper 
in the Omnipotent Britifh Mipifter as ap- _ 
peared in the Manilla ranfom and Falkland 
iflands affairs. From without certainly we 
have every thing to hope, nothing to fear; 
from within, fome tell us the Prefbyterians, 
-€ freed from the reftraining power of Great- 
Britain, would over-run the peaceable Quae 
kers in this government. For my own part, 
I defpife and deteft the bickerings of fecta= 
ries, and am apprehenfive of no trouble 
from that quarter, efpecially while no pe~ 
coliar honors nor emoluments are annexed 
to either. I heartily with too many of the 
Quakers did not give caule of complaint, by 
endeavoring to counteract the meafures of 
their fellow citizens for the common fafety, 
If they profefs themfelves only pilgrims 
here, 


> 
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here, let them walk through the men of this 
world without interfering with their ations 
on either fide. If they would not pull down 
Kings, let them not fupport tyrants ; for whe~- 
ther they underftand it or not, there is, and 
ever has been, an effential difference in ihe 
charaéters. 


Finally, with M. De Vatell, I account 2 
fate a moral perfon having an intereft and 
will of its own, and I think that ftate a mon-. 
{ter, whofe prime mover has an intereft and 
will, in direst oppofition to its profperity and 
fecurity. This pofition has been fo c learly 
demonftrated in the pamphlet frft mention- 
ed in this effay, that I fhall only add, if 
there are any arguments in favor of returne 
ing to a ftate of dependance on Great-Bri- 
tain, that is on the prefent Adminiftration 
of Great-Britain, I could with they were 
timely offered, that they may be foberly con- 
fidered, before the cunning propofals of the 
éabiner fet all the timid, lazy and. irrefolute 
members of the. community into a clamor 
for peace at any rate: 


CANDIDUS., 


past 


Great variety of New and Old Books are now felling by 
ROBERT BELL in Third-Street PHILADELPHIA: 
Among which are the following. 
ICTIONARY of Arts and Sciences, -with Cuts, by 
a Society of Gentlemen, 8 vols in four. 
Aftley’s large and curious Collection of Voyages through: 
, out the World, with Cuts, 4 vols 
Beawes’s Lex Mercatoria Rediviva 
Locke on the Human Underftanding 
Locke on the Epiftles of St. Paul 
Omnia Divini Platonis Opera 
Francifci Baconi Opera Omnia 
Anderfon’s, Royal Genealogies from Adam to thefe times 
Rapin’s Hiftory of England, 2 vols 
Hiftory of England by Milton, Daniel, Bacon, &c. 3 vols 
Univerfal Hiftory, with Cuts, 7 vols. : ! 
Whitby on the New Teltament z vols 
Bifhop Hacket’s 100 Sermons 
Miller’s Gardener’s Diftionary, 3 vols 
Baxter on the Human Soul, 3 vols 
Fielding’s Hiltory of Tom Jones, 6 vols in three. 
Cook’s New Voyage round the World, 2 vols 
Ainfworth’s Di@ionary Latin and Englifh 
Boyer’s Dictionary, French and Englith 
Scapula’s Greek Lexicon : 
Hedericus’s Greek Lexicon 
Veneroni’s Diétionary Italian and French, 2 vols 
Minfheu’s DiGionary Spanifh and Englifh 
Martin’s New Principles of Navigation and Geography 
Collins’s Charts of the Coaft of Great Britain 
Fergufon’s Aftronomy, with Cuts — 
Montaigne’s celebrated Effays, 3 vols 
Cato’s Letters, by Gordon, 4 Vols ! . 
Pope’s Homer’s Odyfley, 4 vols _ | | 
Modern Travels, 4 vols 
London Magazines 15 vols "Es 
Shakefpear’s Works, a very early Edition 
Jacob’s Law Didtionary 
Burn’s Juftice of the Peace, 4 vols 
Black flone’s Commentaries on the Laws, 5 vols 
Burgh’s Political Difguifitions, 3 vols ‘ 
Lord Chefterfield’s Letters, 4 vols 
Leland’s Hiftory of Ireland, 4 vols 
Brookes’s Hiftory of Juliet Grenville, 2 vols ; 
Dodd’s Dif. on our Saviour’s Miracles and Parables, 4 vols. 
Goldfmith’s Hiftory of England, 4 vols | 
Cullen’s Lectures on the’ Materia Medica, containing the 
very cream of Phyfic: Neceffary for thofe Phyficians, 
who with to arrive at the top of their Profeflion— 
Price Five Dollars. 
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Ceomve VM OON' SLEON. Sook, 
The Propriety of INDEPENDANCY. 


m4 O acknowledge that the Creator forms 
ed Man for fociety, and that fociety 
cannot fubfift without regulations, 
laws, and government; and at the fame 
time to affert, that in fpight of all human 
care to prevent it, every government will 
degenerate into a tyranny, is fuch a daring 
blafpbemy of the divine attributes, that had 
I not heard it afferted, and acquiefced in as 
atruth, I could not have believed fuch a 
pofition could have obtained in a civilized 
country! This monftrous hypothefis con-~ 
cludes that notwithftanding the Deity had 
power enough to form fuch admirable crea~ 
tures as men and women, and fit them for 
enjoying of each other a thoufand ways, 
and tho’ by means of the moft exquifite of 
thofe enjoyments a race fhould arife from 
them'‘over which every power of rightful 
government muft of neceflity be exercifed, 
yet juft and rightful government is in reali- 
ty utopian, imaginary, and imiprarical 
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Did not God cloath the grafs, dire&t the 
wild Goat and provide for the Sparrow, I 
might more eafily be perfuaded to fufpect 
his care of Man. 


I readily grant that the delegates of go- 
vernmental power are too apt to confider 
themfelves the poffeffors of it 1 their own 
right, and that they therefore take every 
means in their power to become the 
mafters in place of fervants to their conflztu- 
ents; and that the people in all civilized 
countries have been too inattentive to the 
ufurpations of their rulers: But I conceive 
of no caufe in the nature of things which 
{o abfolutely counteracts the power of a wile, 
learned, and free community as to render 
it impoffible for them to preferve their li- 
berty. The arguments brought from the 
condition of other ftates, are by no means 
conclufive with refpeé& to the North-Ame- 
rican colonies. I am bold to affert, that 
{uch a favourable combination of circum- 
ftances as they are bleffed with at this im- 
portant conjuncture, never did take place 
among any people with whom hiftory has 
made us acquainted. The moft juft and fo- 
lid foundation of focial happinefs was laid 
in the firft fettlement of the Continent, ze 
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cultivation of the earth for the fubjiftance of 
its proprietor. Tere was no feudal tenure 
from fome military Lord ; every cultivator 
being the lord of his own foil, and content 
with its produce, had no thoughts of en- 
croaching upon and fubjecting his neigh- 
bour to his abfolute dominion. Hence a 
handfome competency has enabled the bulk 
of the people to give their children fuch an 
education as enables them to read, and be- 
come acquainted with the ufurpations of the 
deepeft plotters of their ruin. The fpirit 
of the people for obtaining this neceflary in- 
formation, is evident from the incredible 
number of news-papers and other periodical 
ublications which they encourage, and the 

effect of fuch inftitutions never have bee 
fo great in any community, yet known, as 
in thefe pantaplebean (altogether Commons) 
colonies. How quickly the moft important 
revolution of the fundamentals of our po- 
licy can pervade a continent, may be guefl- 
ed at by the progrefs of the idea of Coloni- 
al Independancy in three weeks or a month 
at fartheft! Surely thoufands and tens of 
thoufands of common farmers and tradef- 
men mutt be better reafoners than fome of 
our trammelled juris confultors, who to this 
hour feel a reluctance'to part with the abo- 
| minable 
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minable chain, which remaining, in any 
fhape whatever, tho’ modified by a all the wif- 
Ae, and caution of the greateft men now 
living, muft in a very little time drag the 
colonies into the moft abject flavery. Many 
profefs themfelves zealous for the liberties 
of America, yet declare an abhorrence of 
the idea of independancy on Great-Britain, 
If this be nct a folecifm, as abfurd and ir- 
reconcileable as ever was obtruded on man- 
kind, | know not the meaning of the term! 
Crvil Liberty never was defined in ftricter 
terms than an sxEMPTION from all controul, 
WITHOUT THE COMMUNITY, 7 which eve= 
ry qualified men: ber bas an equal voice. No 
American, as fuch, has the fhadow of in- 
co! ‘poration with ee government of Great- 
Britain; and in confequence, if he receives 
the leaft fyllable of law from that quarter, 
he gives up his claim to the definitive ex- 
emption. If the fticklers for dependance do 
not mean dependance for fome certain laws, 
in the forming of which the Colonifts have 
no voice at all, I do not yet underftand 
them; and if they do mean that we fhould 
admit the c/aim of any ftate, or any part of 
the power of any fate, with whi ich the de= 
mocratic power of this flate is not incorpo+ 
rated, to give us law mm any cafe whatever, 


they 
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they admit a fdre, which I muft make free 
totell them, will {peedily grow into an zroz 


finew which neither themfelves nor pofteri- 


ty will be able to endure or burft afunder. 
And further, it is not only the admiffion of 
fome poflible law from a foreign power, 
that hurries a people into flavery; a meer 
negative power on acts for the repeal’ of 
grievous laws will more flowly, but as cer- 
tainly fubvert liberty. 


Again, Mr. Hume’s obfervation, [Perjec? 
Commnowealth, p. 301.] that * the {word 
being in the hands of a fingle perfon who 
will ahways negleé? to di ifcipline the militia, 
in. order ‘to. have the pretext to keep up a 
franding army; and the fucceeding one, 
«¢ that this is a mortal diftemper i in the Bré- 
tifh government of which it mut, at laff, 
inevitably perifo,” now fo fatally confirmed, 
may be a fufficient warning to the Colonies 
to beware of being again entangled with the 


yoke of bondage. 


Many object to a Republican Govern- 
ment as impracticable in alarge flate. “The 
contrary of this (fays Hume, [ Per. Com. 
302.) feems evident. Though ‘tis more 
dificult to form a Republican Governnae 

in 
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in an extenfive country than in a city; 
there is. more facility, when once it is for- 
med, of preferving it fteady and uniform, 
without tumult or fa€tion, in the former 
than the latter. (Per. Com. 303.) In a 
large government which is modelled with 
matfterly fkill, there is compafs and room 
enough to refine the democracy from the 
lower people, who may be admitted into 
the firft elections, or firft concoction of the 
commonwealth; to the higher magiltrates 
who direét all the motions. At the fame 
time the parts are fo diftant and remote that 
tis very difficult either by intrigue, preju- 
dice, or paffion, to hurry them into mea- 
fures againft the public intereft.” Thus far 
Mr. Hume, whofe plan for a perfect com- 
monwealth, will fpeedily be fubmitted to 
public confideration. 


DEMOPHILUS, 
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A Review of the American Contef, with 
fome STRICTURES ON the Kino’s fpeech, 
and its confequences. ADDRESSED fo all 
PARENTS 77 the THIRTEEN UNITED 
Coronies, By a Friend to Pofterity 
and Mankind. 


ATURE inftruéts the brute creation 
N to provide for, guard and protect 
their offspring until they are able to 

do for themfelves. The dam is never 
known to forfake her young while her care 
is neceffary for their fafety, nor to do any 
thing which would involve them in diftrefs 
and difficulty. Man, who has this principle 
in common with brutes, is endowed with 
others yet more valuable, but which to 
him are abfolutely neceflary, whereby he is 
taught to provide for the future welfare of 
his defcendants and to guard them from the 
encroachments of that power which civil 
fociety conftitutes for its own fafety; but 
which, through the depravity of human 
nature is often turned againftit. There are 
few parents who do not make it their con- 
ftant ftudy and earneft endeavour to leave 
fome valuable inheritance to their children : 


few 
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few who have been fo loft tothe feelings of 
nature and calls of parental affection, as to 
entail difficulty and diftrefs on their children, 
when it was in theic power to leave them a 
a fair andeafy inheritance. And yet it has 
fo happened, that by an ill timed attach- 
ment to the prefent, without paying proper 
attention tothe future, they have entailed 
mifery upon them by the very means which 
were defigned to preierve them from It. 


It is now in your power to bequeath to 
your children the one or the other, and it 
becomes you to have an eye to them in all 
your proceedings. It is fufficiently known 
to you, that riches in arbitrary ftates are 
often the ruin of their pofleflors, and that 
fecurity to property 1s abfolutely neceflary 
to ftamp their true value on wealth and pof- 
{efions. .. He -:theretore, . who wifhes to 
ieave his children in flourifhing circumftanc- 
es ought to be a zealous friend to thofe mea= 
fures, and that plan of government which 
gives the greatelt fecurity to property, and 
an active warm opppofer of thofe which 
leave it to the arbitrary difpofal of men, 
who find a greater advantage in making 
free with what does not belong to them, 
than in frugally ufing what is juftly their 
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own. Whig and Tory fhould be out of 
the queftion. Private pique, party faction 
and animofity ought to fubfide. He who 
thinks fhould think for pofterity, and he 
who aéts fhould aét for his children. 


It is a great weaknefs to fuffer our paf- 
fions to take place of our reafon and blind~ 
ly to follow their diGates, though to our 
manifeft hurt, rather thati fubject them to 
our better fenfe. A falfe pride, which will 
not acknowledge an error though ever fo 
evident, an obftinate petfeverance in our 
own opinion without deigning to hear ad- 
vice or inftruction, and an unreafonable at- 
tachment to party, have done much mifchief 
to mankind, and may yet do more if not 
carefully avoided. I have direéted this pa- 
per to you in preference to others, becaufe 
your parental affe€tion fhould form more 
than a counterpoife to every falfe principle, 
which can influence the human mind where 
the intereft of your offspring is at ftake. 


Our prefent conteft is immentely great, 
and every man muft fee that it will affeét 
potterity. Its confequences cannot end with 
itfelf ; but the late{t generations muft feel 
its effects. The great Ruler of the univerfe 

O has» 
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has permitted it for wife purpofes, and has 
called every one of us to act our part in it. 
It becomes us, therefore, laying afide all 
former prejudices, partiality and party at- 
fachments, to act upon principles which will 
juftify us to him who has affigned us our 
lations, and caufe pofterity to blefs the me- 
mory of their forefathers. We all agree in 
this, that Great-Britain is unjatt and arbi- 
trary, and we have hitherto principally dif- 
fered in the mode of oppofition, which ought 
to have been purfued. 1 fpeak not to thofe 
who think one way and talk another. They 
act upon fuch bafe principles, that it Is in 
vain to attempt to rouze in them any juft 
or generous fentiments. We have no in- 
{tance of the converfion of avaricious or em- 
bitious hypocrites, and it would be wafting 
time to ufe arguments toconvince them, | 
dire&t myfelf to you who have fincerity fuf- 
ficient to examine the principles on which 
you proceed, and honefty enough to purfue 
that courfe of conduét which appears to be 
right, and fo much affection for your chil- 
dren as to prefer their intereft and happinefs 
to every other confideration, For you I 
mean to throw together a few hints which 
may aflift you in finally fixing a right choice. 
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The Britifh adminiftration began its at- 
tacks on our liberties with a Stamp adt, but 
meeting with {trong oppofition they thought 
fit to repeal it. This act threw the colonies 
into {trong convulfions, and we rejoiced ex- 
ceedingly on its repeal, and fondly hoped 
that we would enjoy future tranquillity. 
But we were miftaken. They never intend 
ed to relinguifh the defign, but only to 
change their ground, that which they firft 
pitched upon not feeming tenable. An Ame-_ 
rican revenue granted by a Britifh Parlia-_ 
ment was the object, and they never loft 
fight of it; for they foon renewed their at- 
tacks upon principles which they thought 
more favourable to their intentions; but 

meeting with as little fuccefs in that, as in 
the preceding attempt, they fufpended their 
meafures for a time, in hopes of Julling us 
into a carelefs fecurity. They accordingly 
once more returned to the charge, and en- 
deavoured to effect by cunning and artifice 
what they had heretofere attempted in vain 
on every other peaceable plan. This not 
fucceeding, they were reduced to their laft _ 
fhift of bullying and force; and this they 
refolved upon. They levied armies, ap- 
pointed Generals of reputation to command, 
and fent them amongf{t us, we may know 

: | their 
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their commiffion by their conduct ; for after 
abufing, brow-beating and infulting, after 
ftarving and tarring and feathering, after of- 
fering every poflible injury which a free 
people could bear, without obtaining their 
ends, and every other meafure failing, they 
drew the {word, and at once reduced us to 
the dire alternative of {ubmitting to their il- 
legal claims of jurifdiction, or entering into 
the bloody conteft. Like men determined 
to be free we chofe the latter. It now refts 
on the laft argument, an argument which 
finally fettles all controverfies of a like na- 
ture. The plan of operation 1s now open= 
ed, and they who ftand to it with the moft 
fieady. perfeverance muft finally fucceed, 
This is the decree of Providence in all cafes, 
‘ he that perfevereth unto the end fhall be 
«© faved.” We have, by the blefling of God, 
effectually baffled all their former attempts ; 
but if we fail in this, all our former victo- 
ries will only ferve to make our fall the 
more confpicuous and terrible. — | 


I will not enquire what would have been 
the efficacy of any heretofore recommend- 
ed, but untried means. The worft that 
can has happened, and it is with it we have 
to relinquifh it on our part, 
eS | would 


now to deal ; 
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would be to give up the matter, for how- 
ever any means might once have done, cow- 
ardice alone would now defert the field, and 
flavery muft be the ineyitable confequence. 


Ido not wonder that war fits heavy on 
us. and that we are fomewhat reftlefs and 
uneafy ; but I fhall be furprized, if we, who 
have fo long and fo fuccefsfully oppofed ty- 
ranny and oppreffion fhould all on a fudden 
lofe every defire of retaining our liberties, I 
am forced into this remark by the artful, 
cunning and defigning manner in which 
fome men talk of a reconciliation with Great 
Britain, and the bug-bears they conjure up 
to frighten the timid, irrefolute and igno- 
rant, from a fteady profecution of thofe 
means, which alone can help us in our pre- 
fent Pcimtences . Faéts bear evidence 
from the beginning of the conteft that eve- 
ry {cheme they ever recommended has, up- 
on trial, proved inadequate to the end for 
which it was intended; yet they proceed, 
Beware of fuch men, they love neither their 
country, nor their liberties, fo much as 
fomething elfe. 


arate are many I doubt not who are de- 


nominated Tories by the more zealous 
MUASLEG 
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Whigs, who in their hearts with fuccefs to 
our meafures, tho’ they may be chagrined 
becaufe thofe they propofed did not go down 
with the people; thefe are uniform, open, 
and not very dangerous; but there are 
others, who under the cloke of friendfhip 
for the caufe, harbour the bittereft rancour 
and malice in their hearts. Thefe talk fa- 
vourably in general, though their difcourfes 
moftly terminate with a doubt, fufpicion, or 
but, which gives thofe with whom they 
converfe, reafon to dread fome hidden de- 
fign, or approaching evil, which moft men 
have not properly attended to. They art- 
fally recal your attention to a certain peri- 
od, when ail was peace and quietnefs, and 
by pathetically lamenting the unhappy al- 
teration, endeavour to imprefs your minds 
with an opinion that all our troubles arofe 
from ourfelves. They carefully avoid men- 
tioning the iniquitows meafures of the Bri- 
tith government which produced them, and 
by keeping thefe out of fight, they co 
ly lead the unwary into the belief, that the 


men who have been moft active on the pre- 
fent occafion in oppofing the tyrannical pro- 
ceedings of Great-Britain, and who have 
hazarded their all in defence of their coun- 
‘try, have been actuated by finifter motives 
IR 
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in all they have done. If every man who 
hears fuch infinuations were to alk thofe 
who caft them out, what meafures have 
not the men they condemn tried at one time 
or another to avoid the prefent contelt, and 
fave our liberties? What advant tages they 
can reap by a fuccefsful end of it, which 
every other freeman on the continest will 
mot reap equally with them? And in an 
unfuccefsful clofe of it, all will allow they 
muft be the greateft fufferers. Their lives 
mutt go, let who will elfe efcape. Thefe 
queftions might recal them to fas, and 
thefe facts would enable men to judge 


aright. 


Flonefty could not ftand the force of a 
few pertinent queftions, but thefe men have 
taken their leave of it, and like Manaffeh 
of old, have fold themfelves to do wicked- 
ly. Were it not fo, could it be poffible for 
them. in the face of the fun, to charge all 
our troubles on the New- England Prefby- 
terians, troubles which originally began and 
have. all along been kept up by a wicked ad- 
miniftration and a venal parliament. To 
make them the hatchers of mifchiefs oc- 
cafloned by unconftitutional a¢ts of parlia~ 
ment, and the only fomenters of our juft 
oppofition 
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oppofition, which a Pennfylvanian Quaker, 
a Maryland and a Virginian Churchman did 


more to effeG@ than all the other men on the 


continent put together, is cruelty in the ex- 
treme. My heart bleeds when I think of 
fach men; who would fell the whole con- 
tinent and all the blood on it for private ad= 
vantage, and with whom a few thoufand 
guineas with a title would be efteemed an 
equivalent for the lives, liberty and proper~ 
ty of the freemen of a colony. May that 
God who fees how little they can gain, if 
fuccefsful, open their eyes and turn their 
hearts, e’er they be convinced by fatal ex- 
perience, that he who purchafes the whole 
world at the price of his foul, is a very un- 


wife dealer, and makes but a poor bargain 
in the end. If the calls of virtue, the pre- 


cepts of religion, and dictates of patriotifm 
cannot awaken them to a fenfe of their du- 
ty, yet Norfolk might open their eyes, But 
let them do as they pleafe, we ought to act 
wifely. If we do not make fuch a fettle- 
ment now as will fecure the privileges we 
contend for to pofterity, we entail either fla 
very or a civil war on our children. This 
is certain, let what will be doubtful. Look 
round you then, view your offspring, and 
tell me, are you willing to leave them fuch 

a legacy 
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a legacy? Do not trifle on this occafion, all 
your other legacies muft derive their true 
value from the part you now take in this 
conteft. Think not that the God who charges 
him with worfe than infidelity who provides 
not for his own, and thofe of his houthold, 
will juftify you in returning to the flate you 
were in when our troubles began, and there- 
by delivering over your offspring to the mif- 
chievous machinations of a power that from 
the beginning has fet right, juftice, and tier- 
cy at defiance, and in all her deliberations 
confidered nothing but her. ability to exes 
cute. sah 


Look to the year 1763, that happy peri- 
od, as many fo fondly call it, and fee what 
fafety there is to America in fuch a fituati- 
on. Lord North has faid, «* If that is all 
‘< they want, we are agreed ;” and the fay~ 
ing pleafes many of you. His Lordthip, 
like others, who have learned wifdom by ex- 
perience, wifhes to have all to begin again, 
believing that he could more eafily effect 
his purpofe by other means than thofe he is 
at prefent purfuing. Swallow the bait and 
you are undone for ever. 


Can 
BP. 
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Can any man in his fenfes believe, that 
he who has fo long, and fo invariably pur- 

fued his point againft the fenfe of the beft 

men in the nation, will finally defert his 
mafter’s moft favourite fcheme fo eafily £ 
Has he uttered a fingle fyllable that can 
make the moft credulous believe that he is 
convinced of the injuftice of his conduct ¢ 
He confeffes he was deceived; but wherein 
lay the deception; In believing that fewer 
troops would effect a fubmiflion than he 1s 
now convinced muft be employed. Here 
lay the deception he complains of, and he ts 
therefore determined to fend his terms with 
fach an armed force, as he expects will 
frighten you into a compliance. Does this 
look like the conduét of one who defigns to 
relinquifh his claims? Were he or his 
mafter fenfible of the injuftice of their 
proceedings and the wrongs they have done 
us, they would both fpeak a very different 
language. Why does he call you rebels? 
Why call in foreign trocps to his aid? Why 
does his mafter lament fo pathetically, that 
the extenfive operations of the war he means 
to carry cn againft you, wiil exhauft his 
funds and increafe the public debts, while 
he has not afingle tear to fhed, not a groan, 
nor as much as a figh for all the blood he 
: : has 
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has already fpilt, and yet means to fpill, if 
he wifhes to allow you fecurity to your 
privileges? Oh! George! The day thou 
uttered{t that fentiment in the face of the 
fun, thou gaveft up all title to humanity. 
“* Among the many unavoidable ill confe- 
*¢ quences of this rebellion, none affects 
““ me more fenfibly,” fays the King. “than 
the extraordinary burthen it muft create 
‘* to my faithful fubjects.” « Moft humane 
Prince! moft pious Sovereign! moft affec- 
tionate father of thy people! an addition 
to thy Britith fubjects burthens to obtain 
a moft unrighteous purpofe of thy own, 
affects thee in order to reconcile them 
to the bearing of it; but to fpill the blood 
of thy opprefled American fubje&s difturbs 
not thy guiitlefs confcience! Let me tell 
thee, O King, that there is a God whe 
fees through the veil that covers thy deceit, 
and who hears the cry of the needy, and 
regards the prayer of the diftrefled, who 
will recompence vengeance on the wicked, 
though fupported by the power of Gieat 
Britain. Our weaknefs is fufficient in his 
hands for the purpofe. If thine and thy 
minifters intentions are not evil againit us, 
why didft thou not hearken to the repeat- 
ed prayers of thy diftrefled fubjeéts in Ame- 
rica? 
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rica? why doft thou not recal thy troops, 
repeal the acts, indemnify us for what we 
have fuffered, and offer any further fecue 
rity to our rights, which we may think ne- 
ceflary ? Thou beganett the attack and this 
is thy duty ; befides, thou haft an obedi- 
ent parliament, which difputes not thy will, 
and all this is in thy power, and in no 
one’s elfe.” Had the King made a fpeech 
to the houfe recommending thefe things, 
he would have given unequivocal proof of 
his honeft intentions, and it might juflly be 
termed gracious. But who ean troft a Prince, 
who while he fpeaks the language of peace 
and humanity with his lips, has nothing but 
cruelty and war in his conduct. The man 
who does, may have the inn cence of the 
dove, but he cannot be poff. fled of the 
wifdom of the ferpent. I conclode by en- 
treating you, that as you love ycur chil- 
dren, and their happinefs, you never de.ert 
your prefent oppofition, until you obtain 
fuch a plan. of conftitutional vigour, as 
{hall put it at all times in your power to 
fecure yourfelves, and your defcendanis from 
tyrannical encroachments. This you never 
had, nor never can have on the plan of 
your former dependance. Remember, I 
call the Deity to witnefs, that 1 Lave warned 

3 =f 
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you againft deftroying your offspring, and 
prayed you to be on your guard againft the 


{nares of the infidious, May he who ads | 


from a principle of humanity and benevo- 
lence to mankind, finally meet with fuccefs, 
and may the fchemes of hypocrites be 
blatfted. 

AA Friend to Pofterity and Mankind, 


To the Right Honorable Lord DARTMoUTH, 
Secretary of State for AMERICA. 


Philadelpbia, Yan, 1, 1796. 
My Lord, 


OU are the minifter of the American 
department. You have the character 

of areligious man, a rare virtue in a 
modern ftatefman. It has become my duty 
and intereft to addrefs you, on the prefent 
circumftances of afairsin America, I know 
the Americans well; their fircngeft and 
ruling paflion was their affe@ticn to their 
mother country ; the honour, the glory of 
Great Britan they efteemed as their greateft 
happineis; a large portion of the fame affecti- 
on remains; nothing but repeated injuries and 
injuftice 
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injuftice could have leffenedit. My Lord 


from a wanton and avaricious exercife of 
power, the miniftry of Great Britain have 
heaped injuries onthe heads of the Americans, 
that ne one period of hiftory can parallel. 


The practice of the Pgyptians in fmo- 
thering the children of the Ifraclites in the 
birth, the fwords of Cortez and Pizarro, 
who flew millions of innocent Mexicans 
and Peruvians, the dreadiul famine brought 
by the Haft India company upon the poor 
Eaft-Indians muft all be brought into 
one feale, to ferve as any fort of balance 
to the fyftem of defolation, that you and 
your brother minifters, are meditating and 
daily praétifing againft the unhappy people 
of North America. 


The elements, which the providence of 
God hath given for all his creatures, you have 
the prelumption to deprive them of; okine} 
{word, famine, and defolation, fhew the vi- 
cinity of your ficets and armies ; children 
and fervants are animated to rife and flaugh- 
ter their benefactors. No ipecies of cruelty, 
which the wit or malice of man or devils 
could devife, but are practifed againit the 
Americans. 


Do 
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Do you believe in God, my Lord, and 
direct thefe things? Do you believe that. 
God made America: as well as Great-Bri- 
taint If you do, ponder, confider well, 
what anfwer you will give if you efcape 
punifhment in th's world, when you come 
to be queftioned before the Throne of God, 
for the deftruction you have made of his 
creatures, the work of his hands, to whom 
he granted life and liberty, earth, air and 
water equally as to yourfelf: and yet pre- 
fumptucus man, you have dared to coun. 
teract his providence! Have you confcience 
my Lord? If you have, I would not for 
the empire cf a thoufand worlds, be Lord 
Dartmouth? But, my Lord, it is not to 
awaken your cont{cience only that I write you 
this letter: the flame of civil war, by your 
management, hath extended far and wide 
in America; battles have been fought, num- 
bers have been flain, and prifoners taken on 
both fides; the Americans have in their 
pofi:flion ten for one, and among them 
many men of rank, Prefcot, Prefton, Stop- 
ford, and others; they are all treated with 
tendernefs and regard, while the prifoners 
you have taken are treated with feverity, 
carried to England in irons, there, as it is 
faid, to be tried, and of courfe condemned 
Wa and 
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and executed, or in other words, under 
form of law murdered ! 


My Lord, if there be any thing on earth 
or in heaven that you refpect, avoid that 


~sock—-You have Col. Allen, Capt Martin- 


dale and fome other prifoners—the hour that 
it is known here that any of thofe prifoners 
are executed, the prifoners here will be 
facrificed——nay moore, every Englifh and 
Scots adherent ;—dread fhun, and for ever 
abandon fuch murderous intentions. The 
cries and vengeance of all the relations of 
thofe- whofe blood fhall be fhed in this man- 
ner will furround you, death and horror 
will be your conftant companions, and the 
torments of the damned, even on earthy 
will await you. 


My Lord, this is but the beginning of 
forrows. Take in good part what I write. 
Tt is truth, and intended tor the bencfit of 
Britain and America. ri 


An ENGLISH AMERICAN. 
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Obfervations on Lorp Nort ui’s Conciliatory 
| PLAN. 


WCANNOT recal an ided to my mind 
H more amazingly abfurd and ftupid than 
* theidea of Lord North’s fecond attempt 

to gull the Colonifts into a belief of nis in= 
clination to hold out to them terms ofa 
fafe and amicable reconciliation, with Great 

Britain: No one is ignorant that the Ame- 
ricans have offered every thing that can 
poflibly be devifed to bury the injurious 
and énflaving claim of adminiftration, in 
perpetual oblivion, and leave matters on the 
fame footing they were before the pretence 
was held up. Thofe genetous propofals, 
however often repeated, have as often been 
rejected with an infolent contempt, and 

yet the profound politician tells his op-~ 
ponents in the Britifh Houfe of Commons, 
that he is héartily inclined to a reconcilia- 
tion with thé Colonies, and willing to put 

them in the fituation they fo paflionately 
defire; that is, fays he, to a courtier de- 
manding explanation, im a flate of abfo- 
lute dependance on the Britifh parliament in 
all cafes whatfoever ;| for, fays his Lordthip,; 
they were unqueftionably thus dependant 


a 
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in 1764) had his Lordlhip entirely, forgot 


‘the fuccefs of his former experiment, per- 


haps a trial of the fame wretched trick 
over again, might have appeared: lets rr- 
diculous, I may indeed fay, lefs. infulting 


to the loweft underftanding. — I would afk: 


the moft credulous votary for making up 
the difputey what poffible grounds they per- 
ceive to found their expectation of a perma- 
nent reconciliation, upon? Has any thing 
lately turned up, which has. indicated a 


ch. nge of di/pofition in. the Prince or his 
favorites ? Can a majority, which have been 
fecured from one feven. years to” another, 
by pure force of corruption, be depended 
on to remain firm toa flaughtering, -plun- 
dering and defolating court, and fhare. the — 
deteftation of prefent and future, ages, for 
mere nothing? Has the court refolved. to 
caft Bernard, Hutchinfon and daughter, 
Richardfon the murderer, crazy John Mal- 
colm, and Richardfon the recent: yolun- 
teer, out on the common?, I tell you, may! 


You have afreth inflance of the, firmnefs 


of the, cabinet, in adding another: three 
thoufand, ponod penfioner to the. lity, dna 
conjun@ure, when all mankind will confefs 
there is need of ‘faving... ‘Thefe. burthen- 
fome penfions muft come from fone part | 

| | of 
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of the dominions! If Great Britain apd Ire- 
land have conceived fuch a mortal hatred 
to America, that they can hug, her, moft 
inveterate enemies in their bofoms, and vote — 
them fuch munificent rewards for drawing 
her into fo deftructive a civil war, we cane 
not be fafe in the power of fuch enemies. 
If they abound in refources as, largely as 
Mr. Wedderburne and others boaft they 
do, jet them ceafe complaining of their 
poverty, and contentedly difcharge their 
ewn national debt, rather than go on aug- 
menting it by their efforts to faddle it, with 
an unlimited penfion lif on America. Noes” 
the nation bear. the weight of the prefent 
unnatural quarrel with America on other 
terms, than a firm afiurance of the Court, 
that millions of leading men’s dependants. 
fhall be provided fer in America, for whom 
places can by no means be found at. hoene. 
Is not the very genius of the people of 
Great Britain and Ireland corrupted, info- 
much, that the views of . young fellows ot 
education, of any connection with men of 
note, are altogether fet an public money p 
Can our peaceable men indulge a gleam, 
of hope, that this humour will a 
that youths, ‘bred in idlenets and diifipation, 
will become indufrious and difinterctted pa- 
“ey rie tt iors 
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triots ? If not, they muft then be fo weak as 
to conceit, that minifters will become lefs 
fond of fingering the a money, and 
fecuring themfelves in places of power and 
profit by means of it; indeed, that they 
will become more honeft and faving of the 
national money than thofe the conftitution 
has appointed as a check uponthem. Itis 


no wonder they tell of fending a formida- 


ble fleet and army to bring over their terms 
of reconciliation, when they are in no one 
article different from the terms they firft 
aimed to impofe. Had the minifter, or 
more properly the objtinate author of all 
our troubles,’ had the remoteft idea of fa- 
vouring us with a government of laws, 
which had any refpect to the fecurity of 
our lives and properties, he had long fince 
granted with a good grace, petitions, made 
and repeated with the moft dutiful perfever~ 
ing affection, which afked for nothing more ! 
Sed aut Cafe r aut nullits, feems the waiver 
able determination of the man, who foothed 
our already elated expedtations, by an in- 
augural declaration, that he gloried in the 
name of Briton, at that time, a difttinGtive 
characteriftic of the patrons of univerfal li- 
berty. If therefore the whole body of the 
governing, and iisateies ‘part of the go- 
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verned in Great Britain, be unalterably fet 
upon extorting tribute from the Colonies ; 
and the better to fecure the collection of it, 
claims right to impofe the laws, and exe- 
cutors of thofe laws, dependant only on 
themfelves for appointment, continuance 
and fupport; and all thefe to be extended 
at their fole pleafure, it may readily be de- 
termined in what condition, the abfolutely 
patlive fubjects of fuch an unnatural ufur- 
pation would quickly be. It is evident 
they have concluded on two things, viz. to 
make a bold pufh for our entire {ubjeétion, 
as their ends would be thereby more readily 
anfwered ; but that being found impracti- 
cable, we are to be tried with negociation, 
in which all the craft, duplicity and punic 
faith of adminiftration is to be expected. 
Pray God it may be wifely and firmly 
guarded againft! ‘The worthy and honor- 
able John Collins, Efq; of Newport, Rhode 
fland, on the arrival of Lord North’s laft 
conciliatory plan, obferved, that notwith- 
ftanding the expofure of his large eftate, 
to whatever depredations the enemy faw fit 
to make upon it, he was more concerned 
for the probable fuccefs of their arts than 
arms. Sad the Americans in general the 
wifdom and firmnefs ot that gentleman, 
tatters would never have come to the pre- 
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fent melancholy lengths we find them, 
However, in the great and general plan of 
him who putteth down and fetteth up ftates, 
this is doubtlefs-an indifpenfable part, and 
therefore not to be complained of; but it 
has amazed. me to contemplate the nume= 
rous inftances of difappointment our ene= 
mies have met with, in.every plot they have 
laid for our deftru€tion. How did Bernard 
and Hutchinfon flatter themfelves with the 


number of friends they had in feveral towns » 


of the Maflachefetts, and thought that a 
very trifling force, from the other fide of 
the water, addéd to their minions, depend= 


ants and expeétants, would crufh a little curs 


bulent faction, who difturbed their darling 
meafures? Certainly men mtexicated with 
a lutt of abfolute power found fomething in 
the appearance of things to tole them on to 


an object fo grateful to their fondeft wifhes; | 
otherwife they would have been contented: 


to augment and confirm their power by 


fuch unperceived degrees that the happy: 


days, many tell us we have enjoyed under’ 
a continually invading ufurpation, would 


not yet have been fo fenfibly interrupted, 


No lefs has the fo often extclled Goverser: 
Tryon been difappointed in his benevolent 
intentions refpecting New-York. His band 
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on Long Ifland, and on the eaft fide of 
Houd({gn’s river, with Sir John Johnfon a- 
mong his -vafials, and the Indians, gave him 
great hopes. of. having matters in a fine 
train before the invincible armada arrived 
in the fpring ; inftead of which, it is pro- 
bable the active General. Lee will fo fortify 
that place, that all the force they can fend 
againft it, will be infulficient to reduce it. 
-Denmore,: with all his wanton: ravage, has 
done little. more than exafperate the Vir- 
ginians, and convinced that brave Colony, 
that they can be formidable to favages 
on-the eaft, as well as weit fide of their 
dominion. Carleton’s Canadians, make no 
fuch figure in the harangues of the pen« 
fioner, as they did laft year; and in cafe 
foreigners are to be procured to-be poured 
in upon us, the greateft oppofers of our 
they would then-no longer defer a declara- 
tion of independancy, and application to 
other powers for their protection. To 
‘this. the. whole fcene appears rapidly ad- 
vancing, in my view, as haftily as in- 
finite wifdom thinks proper to conduét it ; 
and if this be his moft gracious defign, he 
will work, and none fhall hinder. Amen, 
Beneficent Jehovah! Amen. Sie fperat. 
fer SIN © Boni S. 
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The following Additions are thofe publifoed in ees 
oti Edition of Common Senfe. | 4 


Poftfeript to the Introdection, = 
HIE Publication of this new Edition hath been de“ 
layed, with a view of taking netice (had it been 
neceffary) of any attempt to refute the dogtrine of Inde- 
pendance: as no anfwer hath yet appeared, it is now pre- 
fumed that none will, the Time needful for getting fuch 
a performance ready for the public being confiderably . 
afte aa tee eaaeiee Pek ES 
E Who the author of this produétion is, is wholly un- 
neceflary to the public, as the objet for attention is the 
do&trine itfelf, not the man. Yet it may not be unnecefiary 
to fay, that he is unconnected with any party, and under 
nio fort of influence public or private, but the influence ef 


reafon and principle. Sb: 2 eae 
Philadelphia, February VA, 1776. Oe is a Oak 
: és 2 i me piles 
More. Additionsnis: i pita teed 


Page 38. lirie 2. after quarrels; (and fets us at variance 
avith nations, who would otherwife feek our friendppip, ana 
againft whom, we have neither anger nor complaint.) 

Page 47. line 8. from the top, is now added, after 1775, 
Maffacre of Lexington.) ic Qty hig gi eames 

Page 74. line 8. from the top is now added after the — 
word A, ( firm bargain-and) | tes eee 

N. B. The remainder of the additions being calculas 
tions from Entick’s NavalHiftory concerning Ship-beilés 


ing, are given at the end of this Appendix, = 
g Ma. aie, PARES re 6 4 iu 
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CO.M MON 8. E4N 8.8, 
The neceffity of INDEPENDANCY, , 


INCE the publication of the fir 
S edition of this pamphlet, or rather on 
. the fame day on which it came out, 
the King’s Speech made its-appearance ia 
this city. Had the {pirit of prophecy di- 
rected the birth of this production, it could 
not have brought it forth, at a more fea- 
fonable juncture, or a more neceffary time. 
The bloody mindednefs of the one, thew 
the neceflity of purfuing the doGrine of 
the other, Men read by way of revenge, 
And the Speech, inftead of terrifying, pre- 
pared a way for the manly principles of 
Independance, | 


& 


Ceremony, and even filence, from w ne 
ever motive they may arife, have a hurt- 
ful tendency, when they give the leaft 
degree of countenance to bafe and wicked 
performances ; wherefore, if this’ maxim 


R- ' be 
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be admitted, it naturally follows, that the 


King’s Speech, as being a piece of finifhed 
villainy, deferved, and ftill deferves, a ge- 
neral execration, both by the Congrefs and 
the people. Yet, as the domeftic tran= 
quillity of a nation, depends greatly on 
the chaftity-of what may properly be cal- 
led NATIONAL MANNERS, .it is often bet- 
ter, to pafs fome things over in filent dif- 
dain, than to make ufe of fuch new me- 
thods of diflike, as might introduce the 
jeaft innovation, on that guardian of our 
peace and fafety, And, perhaps, it is 
chiefly owing to this prudent delicacy, 
that the King’s Speech hath not, before 
now, fuffered a public execution. The 
Speech, if it may be called one, is nothing 


better than a wilful audacious libel againft 


the truth, the common goad, and the ex- 
iftence of mankind; and is a formal ard 


- pompous method of offering up human fa- 


crifices, to. the pride of tyrants. But 
this general maflacre of mankind, 1s one 
of the privileges, and the cértain confe- 
yuence of King’s; for as nature knows 
them zof, they know xo Ler, and although 
they are beings of our cwz creating, they 
know not ws, and are become the Gods of 
their creators, The fpecch hath one good 


quality 
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quality, which. is, that it is not calculated 
to deceive, neither can we, even if we 
would, be deceived by it. Brutality and 
tyranny appear on the face of it. It leaves us 
at no lofs: And every line convinces, even 
in the moment of reading, that he, who 
hunts the woods for prey, the naked and 
untutored Indian, is le(s a Savage than the 
King of Britain, : 


Sir John Dalrymple, the putative father. 
of a whining jefuitical piece, fallacioufly 
called, ‘* The addrefs of the people of Eng- 
land, to the Inhabitants of America,” hath, 
perhaps, from a vain fuppofition, that the 
people bere were to be frightened at the 
pomp and defcription of a king, giving, 
(though very unwifely on his part) the 
real character of the prefent one: ‘ But,” 
fays this writer, ‘if you are inclined to pay 
compliments to an adminiftration which we 
do not complain of, (meaning the Marquis 
of Rockingham’s at the repeal of the Stamp 
Aa) it is very unfair in you to withhold 

‘them from that prince 4y whofe NopD 
ALONE, they were permitted to do any thing.” 
This is toryifm witha witnefs! Here is ido- 
latry even without a mafk: And he who 
can calmly hear and digeft fuch dain. 
7 ath 
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hath forfeited his claim to rationality= 
an apoftate from the order of manhood, and 
ought to be confidered---as one, who hath 
not only given up the proper dignity of 
man, but funk himfelf beneath the rank of 
animals, and contemptibly craw! through 
the world like a worm. 


_ Plowever, it matters very little now, 
what the king of England either fays or 
does; he hath wickedly broken through | 
every moral and human obligation, tramp- 
ied nature and confcience beneath his feet ; 
and by a fleady and conftitutional fpirit of 
infolence and cruelty, procured for him- 
Yelf an univerfal hatred. It is mow the 
sntereft of America to provide for her- 
felf. She hath already a large and young 
family, whom jt ismore her duty to take 
cate of, than to be granting away her pro= 


perty, to fupport a power, who is become 
a reproach to the names of men and chrif- 


Hans.----YE, whofe office itis to watch | 
over the morals of a nation, of whatfo- . 


ever fe@ or denomination ye are of, as well 


as ye, who, are more immediately the 


‘guardians of the public liberty, if ye wifh 


to preferve your native country uncontami- 
/ 


nated by European corruption, ye mutt 


“sy fecret with a feparation.----But leaving 


the 


U 


COMMON SENSE, 12g 


the moral part to private refleGtion, I fhall 
chiefly. confine my farther remarks to the 
following heads : | 


Firft, That it is the intereft of America, 
to be feparated from Britain. 


Secondly, Which is the eafieft and moft 
practicable plan, RECONCILIATION OF IN-= 
DEPENDANCE? with fome occafional ree 
marks. 


In fupport of the firft, I could, fad 
judged it proper, produce the opinion of 
fome of the ableft and moft experienced 
men on this continent; and whofe fenti- 
ments, on that head, are not yet publicly 
known. It is in reality a felf evident 
pofition: Por no nation, in a ftate of fo- 
reign dependance, limited in its cemmerce, 
and cramped and fettered in its legi- 
flative powers, can ever arrive at any 
material eminence. America doth not 
et know what opulence is; and = al- 
though the progrefs. which fhe hath 
made, ftands unparalleled in the hiftory of 
other nations, it is but. childhood, com- 
pared with what fhe would be capable of » 
arriving at, had fhe, as fhe ought to have, 


the legiflative powers in hee own hands. 
England, 
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England; is at this time, proudly coveting 
what would do her no good, were fhe to 
accomplifh it; and the continent hefitating 
on a matter, which will be her final ruin 
if neglected. It is the commerce, and not ~ 
the conqueft of America, by which Eng 
land is to be benefited, and that would in a 
great meafure continue, were the countries 
as independant of each other as France and 
Spain; becaufe ia many articles, neither 
can go toa better market. But it is the 
independance of this country on Britain 
or any other, which is now the main and 
only objeét worthy of contention, and 
which, like all other truths difcovered by 
neceflity, will appear clear and ftronger 
every day. 


Firft. Becaufe it will come to that one 
time or other. ’ 


Secondly, Becaufe the longer it is de- 
layed, the harder it will be to accompliths 


[have frequently amufed myfelf both 
in public and private companies, with fi- 
lently remarking the {pecious errors of thofe 
who fpeak without reflecting. And among 
the many which I have heard, the follow~ 
ing 


4 
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ing feems the moft general, viz. that had 
this rupture happened forty or fifty years 
hence, inftead of now, the continent would 
have been more able to have thaken off the 
dependance. To which [ reply, that our 
military ability af this time, arifes from the 
experience gained in the laft war, and 
which in forty or fifty years time, would 
have been totally extinct. The Continent 
would not, by that time, have had a Ge- 
neral, or even a military officer left; and 
we, or thofe who may fucceed us, would 
have been as ignorant of martial matters 
as the ancient Indians: And this fingle po- 
fition, clofely attended to, will unanfwer- 
ably prove, that the prefent time is prefer- 
able to all others: The argument turns thus: 
At the conclufion of the laft war, we had 
experience, but wanted numbers ; and forty - 
or fifty years hence, we fhould have num- 
bers, without experience ; wherefore, the 
proper point of time, muft be fome parti- 
cular point between the two extremes, in 
which a fufficiency of the former remains, 
and a proper encreafe of the latter is obtain- 
ed: And that point of time is the prefent 
time. : | 


The reader will pardon this digreffion, 


as it does not properly come under the 
ne head 
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head I firft- fet out with, and to which’ I 
agein return by the following pofition, 
VIZ. . 

Should affairs be patched up with Bris 


tain, and the to remain the governing and 


‘fovereign power of America, - (which as 


matters are now circumftanced, is giving 
up the point entirely) we fhall deprive 
ourfelves of the very means of finking 
the debt we have, or may contrat. The 
value of the back lands, which fome of the 
provinces are clandeftinely deprived of, by 
the unjuft extenfion of the limits of /Cana- 
da, valued only at five pounds fterling per 
hundred acres, amount to upwards of twen- 
ty five millions, Pennfylvania currency ; 
and the quit-rents at one penny fterling pet 
acre, to two millions yearly. | 


It is by the fale of thofe lands, that the 
debt may be funk, without burthen to any, 
and the quit-rent referved thereon, wil 
always leffen, and in time will wholly fup- 
port the yearly expence of government. It 
matters not how long the debt is in paying, 
{o that the lands when fold, be applied to 
the difcharge of it, and for the execution 
of which, the Congrefs for the time being, 
will be the continental truftees. | 


I proceed 
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_, I proceed now to the. fecond head, viz. 
Which. is; the, eafieft. and moft . practicable 
plan, Reconciliation or Independance ; with 
fome occafional remarks. ) 


_ He who takes nature for his guide, ig 
not eafily beaten out of his argument, and 
on that ground, I anfwer generally—That 
Independance being a fingle fimple line, 
contained within ourfelves; and reconcilia= 
tion, a matter exceedingly perplexed and coma 
plicated, and in which, a treacherous ca- 
pricious court 1 to interfere, gives the an- 
fewer without a doubts: placa 


-.. The'prefent ftate of America is truly a- 
larming to every man. who is capable of 
reflection. .Without law, without govern- 
ment, without any other mode of power 
than what is founded on, and granted by 
‘courtefy. Held together by an unexampled 
concurrence of fentiment, which, is never= 
thelefs fubject to change, and which, every 
fecret enemy is endeavouring to diflolve. 
Our prefent condition, is, Legiflation with- 
out law, wifdom without a plan, a contti- 
tution without a name, and, what is 
ftrangely aftonifhing, perfect independance 
contending for dependance. The inftance 
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is without a precedent; the cafe never ex- 
ifted before; and who can ‘tell what may 
be the event? The property of no man 


js fecure in the prefent unbraced fyftem of 


things. The mind of the multitude is left 
at random, and feeing ‘no fixed obje& be- 
fore them, they purfue fuch as fancy of 
opinion ftarts. Nothing is criminal ; there 
is no fuch thing’ as treafon ; wherefore, 
every one thinks himfelf at liberty to act a3 
he pleafes. The Tories would not have da= 
red to aflemble offenfively, had they known 
that their lives, by that aa,’ were forfeited 
co the laws of the tate. A line of diftincs 


tion fhould be drawn, between Englifh ‘ fol- 


diers taken in battle, and inhabitants of 


America taken in arms, The firft are pri- 
foners, but the latter traitors. The one 
forfeits his liberty, the other his head. - 


Notwithftanding our wifdom, there is 2 
vifible feeblenefs in fome of our’ proceeds 


ings, which gives encouragement to diffen- 


tions. The Continental Belt is too loofely 
buckled: And if fomething is not done in 


time, it will be too late to do any thing; 


and we fhall fall into a ftate, in whieh, 


neither Reconciliation nor Independance will 


be practicable. “The king and his worth- 
lefs 


— 
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lefs adherents are got at the old game of di-' 
viding the’ Continent,, and there are not: 
wanting among us, Printers, who, will be 
bufy in fpreading fpecious falfehoods., “Phe 
artful and. hypocritical Jetter, which ap- 
peared a few months ago, in two of the 
New-York papers, and likewife 11 two 
others, is an evidence, that there are men 
who want either judgment or honefty. 


It is eafy getting into holes and corners, 
and talking of reconciliation: But do fuch 
men. ferioufly..confider, how difficult the 
tafk is, and how dangerous) it may. prove, 
fhould. the Continent divide. thereon. Do 
they take within their view, all the va- 
rious.orders of men, whofe fituation: and 
circumftances, as well as their own, are to” 
be confidered therein... Do they put them- 
felves in. the place. of the fufferer,. whofe 
all is already gone, and of the foldier, who 
hath. quitted , ef] for the defence of his 
country. Jf their ul judged moderation be 
{uited to their own private fituations only, 
regardlefs of others, the event. will convince 
them, that ‘they are reckoning without 


their hofi,” 


Put 
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Put us, fay fome, upon the footing we 


were on in fixty-three: To which I an-. 
f{wer, the requeft is not now’ in the power 


of Britain to comply with, neither will fhe 
propofe it, but if it were, and even fhould 
be granted, I afk, as a reafonable queftion, 
By what means is fuch a corrupt and 
faithlefs court to be kept to its engage- 
ments? Another parliament, nay, even the 
prefent, may hereafter repeal the obliga~ 


tion, on the pretence of its being violently 


obtained, or unwifely granted ; and in that 
cafe, Where is our redrefs *—=-No going to 


Jaw with ‘nations; cannon are the barri- 


fters of crowns; and the fword, not of 


. juftice, but of war, decides the fuit. To 


be on the footing of fixty three, it is not 
faficient, that the laws only be put on the 
fame ftate, but that our circumftances, 
likewife be put on the fame tate; our 
burnt and deftroyed towns repaired or 
built’ up, our private lotles made’ good, 
gur public debts (contracted for defence) 
difcharged, otherwife, we fhall be millions 
worfe, than we were at that enviable period. 
Such a requeft, had it been complied «with 
a year ago, would have won the heart and 
foul of the Continent, but now it is too 
late. ‘* The Rubicon is pafled.” f, 
ue ane ee _—-Befides 


EL NE 
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Befides the taking up arms, merely to 
enforce the repeal of a peciniary law, feems 
as unwarrantable by the divine law, and as 
repugnant to human feelings, as: the tak- 
ing upsarms to enforce the obedience; there- 
to. The objed, -on either fide, doth not 
juftify the means ; for the lives of men are 
too valuable,. to be caft away on fuch 
trifles. It is the violence which is done and 
threatened to our perfons; the deftruction 
of our property by an armed force; the in- 
vafion of ovr country by fire and {word, 
which con{cientioufly qualifies the ufe of 
arms: And the inftant, in which fuch a 
mode of defence became neceffary, all fub- 
jection to Britain ought to have ceafed ; 
and the independancy of. America, fhouid 
have been confidered, as dating its era from, 
and publithed by, ¢he jirft mufket that was 
fired againft ber. This line isa line of con- 
fiftency; neither drawn by caprice, nor ex- 
tended. by ambition; but produced by a 
chain of events, of which the colonies were 
not the authors. 


I thall conclude thefe remarks, with the = 
following timely and well intended hints. | 
We ought to reflect, that there are three 
different ways by which an independancy 
) may 


2 
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. may hereafter be affected; and that one of 
thofe tdree, will one day or other, be the 
fate of America, viz, By the legal voice: 
of the people in Congrefs ; by a military: 
enlis ; or bya mob: It may not always 
happen that our foldiers are citizens, and the 
multitude a body of reafonable men; virtue,’ 
as I have already remarked, is not heredi- 
tary, neither is it perpetual. Should an in- 
dependancy be brought about by the firft of 
thofe means, we have every opportunity 
and every encouragement before us, to form 
the nobleft pureft conftitution on the face 
of the earth. We have it in our power to 
begin the. world over again. A fituation, 
fimilar to the prefent, hath not happened 
fince the days of Noah until now. The 
birth day of anew world is at hand, and a 
race of men, perhaps as numerous as all 
Europe contains, ate to receive their portion 
of freedom from the event of a few months. 
The reflection is awful, and in this point of 
view, how water how ridiculous, do the 
little, paltry cavillings, of a few weak or. 
inierefted men appear, when weighed againtt 
the bufinef S of a world. 


Should we negle& the prefent favorable 
and inviting period, and an independance 


be 
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be hereafter cffeed by any other means, 
we muft charge the confequence to our- 
felves, or to thofe rather; whofe narrow and 
prejudiced fouls, are habitually oppoting 
the meafure, without either inquiring or 
refleing.. ‘There are reafons to be given 
in {upport of independance, which men 
fhould rather privately think of, than be 
publicly told of. We ought not now te 
be debating whether we fhall be indepen- 
dant or not, but, anxious to accomplifh it 
ona firm, fecute, and honorable baa and 
unealy rather that it is not yet began upon. 
Every day convinces us of its: neceflity: 
Even the Tories. (if fuch beings yet remain 
among us) fhould, of all men, be the moft 
{olicitous to promote it; for as the appoint- 
ment of committees at frit, protected them 
from popular rage, fo, a wife and well 
eftablifhed form of government,. will be the 
only certain means of continuing it fecurely | 
to them. Wherefore, if they have not virtue 
enough to be Wuies, they ought to have 
prudence enough. to with for Independance, 

In fhort, Independance i is the only Bonpb 
that can tye and -keep us) together. We 
fhall then fee our object, and our ears will 
be legally 4 fhut again{t the fchemes of an in- 
triguing, 
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triguing, as well, as a cruel enemy» We 
fhall then too, be oh @.proper footing, «to 
treat with Britain; for there is reafon to 
conclude, ‘that the pride of that court, will 
be lefs hurt by treating with the American 
flates for terms of peace, than with thofe; 
whom >the’ denominates, §* rebellious: fub- 
jects,” for terms of accommodation. | It is 
our delaying in that, encourages her to hope 
for conqueft, and our backwardnefs tends 
only to prolong the war. As we have; 
without any good effect therefrom, :with- 
held our trade to obtain a redrefs of our 
grievances, let us now try the alternative, 
by independantly redrefling them ourfelves, 
and then offering to open the trade. © ‘The 
mercantile and reafonable part in England, 
will be fill with us’; becaufe, peace with 
trade, is preferable. to war without it. And 
if this offer be not accepted, other courts 
may be applied to. Sig AO 


-' On thefe grounds Treft the matter. And 
as no offer hath yet been made to refute the 
doétrine contained in the former editions of 
this pamphlet, it is a negative proof, that 
either the dotrine cannot be refuted, or, 
that the party in’ favor! of it are too nume- 
rous to.be oppoled. Wesson ea 
ho © 
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of gazing at each other with fufpicious or 
doubtful curiofity, let each of us hold out 
to his neighbour the hearty hand of friend- 
thip, and unite in drawing a line, which, 

like an at of oblivion fhall bury in forget 
fulnefs every former diflention. Let the 
names of Whig and Tory be extin@; and 
let none other be heard among us, than 
thofe of a good citizen, an open and refolute 
friend, and a virtuous fupporter of the R1GHTS 
of MANKIND and of the FREE AND INDE- 
PENDANT STATES OF AMERICA. 


To the Reprefentatives of the Religious So- 
ciety of the People called Quakers, or to 
fo many of them as were  cancemted: ttt 
publifoing a late piece, entitled ‘* The 
“ ANCIENT TESTIMONY and PrINcI- 
‘¢ pres of the People called QuakeERs 
“¢ renewed, with refpecét to the Kine 
‘© and GovVERNMENT, and touching the 
«© CoMMOTIONS now prevailing in thefe 
‘¢ and other parts of AMERICA addrefied 
“© to the PEoPLE IN GENERAL. 


HE Writer of this, is one of thofe 
few, who never difhonors religion 
either by ridiculing, oy cavilling at 
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any denomination whatfoever. To God, 
and not to man, are all men accountable on 
the fcore of religions Wherefore, this 
epiftle is not fo properly addrefled to you as 
a religious, but as a political body, dab- 


bling in matters, which the profeffed Qui- 


etude of your Principles inftru@t you not to 
meddle with. 


As you have, without a proper authority 
for fo doing, put yourfelves in the place of 
the whole body of the Quakers, fo, the writer 
of this, in order to be onan equal rank with 
yourfelves, is under the neceflity of putting 
himfelf in the place of all thofe, who, ap- 
prove the very writings and principles againit 
which, your teftimony is direéted: And he 
hath chofen this fingular fituation, in order, 
that you might difcover in him that prefump- 
tion of charaéter which you cannot fee in 
yourfelves. For neither he nor you can have 
any claim or title to Political Reprefentation. 


When men have departed from the right 
way, it is no wonder that they ftumble and 
fall. And it is evident from the manner in 
which ye have managed .your teftimony, 
ihat politics, (as a religious body of men) is 
not your proper Walk; for however well 
adapted it might appear to you, it is, ne- 

| verthelefs, 
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werthelefs, a jumble of good and bad put 
unwifely together, and the conclufion drawn 
therefrom, both unnatural and unjufl  ~ 
The two firft pages, {and the whole doth 
not make four) we give you credit for, and 
expedt the fame civility from you, becaufe 
the love and defire of peace is not confined 
to Quakerifm, it is the natural, as well as the 
religious wifh of all denominations of men. 
And on this ground, as men laboring to efta- 
blifh an Independant Conftitution of our 
own, do we exceed all others in our hope, 
end, and aim. Our plan 1s peace forever. We 
are tired of contention with Britain, and can 
fee no real end to it but in a final feparation. 
We act confiftently, becaufe for the fake 
of introducing an endlefs and uninterrupted 
peace, do we bear the evils and burthens of 
the prefent day. We are endeavoring, and 
will fteadily continue to endeavor, to fepa- 
rate and diffclve a ‘connection which hath 
already filled our land with blood; and 
which, while the name of it remains, will 
be the fatal caufe of future mifchiefs to both 
countries. | he Be a 


We fight neither for revenge nor con- 
gueft; neither from pride nor paflion; we 
are 
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are not infulting the world with our fleets 
and armies, nor ravaging the globe for plun- 
der. Beneath the thade of our own vines 
are we attacked, in our own houfes, and on 
our own lands, is the violence committed 
againft us. We view our enemies in the 
charaéter of Highwaymen and Houfe- 
breakers, and having no defence for our- 
felves in the civil law, are obliged to punifh 
them by the military one, and apply the 
fword, in the very cafe, where you have 
before now applied the halter----- Perhaps 
we feel for the ruined and infulted fufferers 
in all and every part of the Continent, 
with a. degree of tendernefs which hath not 
yet made its way into fome of your bofoms. 
But be ye fure that ye miftake not the caufe 
and ground of your teftimony. Call not 
coldnefs of foul, religion; nor put the 
Bigot in the place of the Chriftian. 


O ye partial minifters. of your own ‘ac- 
knowledged principles. If the bearing 
arms be finful, the firft going to war mutt 
be more fo, by all the difference between 
wilful attack and unavoidable © defence. 
Wherefore, if ye really preach from con- 
{cience, and mean not to make a political 
hobby-horfe of your religion, convince 


the 
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the world thereof, by proclaiming your 
doétrine to our enemies, for they likewife 
bear ARMs. Give us proof of your fin- 
cerity by publifhing it at St. James's, to 
the commanders in chief at Bolton, to the 
admirals and captains who are piratically 
ravaging our coaits, and to all the murder- 
ing mifcreants who’ are acting in authority 
under Him whom ye profefs to ferve. Had 
ye the honeft foul of * BaRcLay ye would 
preach repentance to your king ; ye would 
tell the Royal Wretch his fins, and 
warn him of eternal ruin; ye would not 

ors : : hs fpend 


* «<< Thou haft tafted of profperity and adverfity ; thou 
knoweft what it is to be banifhed thy native country, to 
be over-ruled as well as to rule, and fit upon the throne; 
and being ofprefed thou haf reafon to know how 4ate- 
ful the opprefor is both to God and man: If after all 
thefe warnings and advertifements, thou doft not turn 
ynto the Lord with all thy heart, but forget him who 
remembered thee in thy diftrefs, and give up thyfelf to 
follow luft and vanity, furely great will be thy condem- 
nation.—Againtft which fnare, as well as the temptati- 
on of thofe who may or do feed thee, and prompt thee 
<0 evil, the moft excellent and prevalent remedy will be, 
to apply thyfelf to that light of Chrift which shineth in 
thy confcience, and which neither can, nor will flatter 

' $hee, nor fuffer thee to be at eafe in thy fins.” 
ae Be Barclay’s Addrefs to Charles II. 
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{pend your partial invectives againft the ine 
jured and the infulted only, but, like faiths 
ful minifters; would cry aloud and /pare none. 
Say not that ye are perfecuted, neither en- 
deavor to make us the authors of that re- 
proach, which, ye are bringing upon your- 
felves ; for we teftify unto all men, that we 
do not complain againft you, becaufe ye are 
Quakers, but becaule ye pretend to de and 
are not Quakers. | 
Alas! it feems by the particular tendency 
of, fome part of your teftimony, and other 
parts of your conduct, as if, all fin was re- 
duced to, and comprehended in, the ad# of 
bearing arms, and that by the people only. 
Ye appear to us, to have miftaken party for 
confcience;. becaufe, the general tenor of 
our actions wants uniformity; And it is 
exceedingly difficult to us to give credit to 
many of your pretended {cruples; becauley 
we fee them made by the fame men, who, 
in the very infant that they are exclaiming 
againft the mammon of this world, are ne- 
verthelefs, hunting after it with a flep as” 
fteady as Time, and an appetite as keen as 
Death. gh a | 
The quotation which ye have made from 
Proverbs, in the third page of your tefti- 
mony, that, ‘‘ when a man’s ways pleale 
the 
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the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to 
be at peace’ with him ;” is very unwilely 
chofen on your part; becaule, it amounts _ 
toa proof, that the king’s ways (whom ye 
are fo defirous of {apporting) do not pleafe 
the Lord, otherwife, his reign would be in 
peace. 

I now proceed to the latter part of your 
teftimony, and that, for which all the fore- 
going feems only an introduction, viz. 


‘‘ Tt hath ever been our judgment and 
principle; fince we were called to profefs 
the light of Chrift Jefus, manifefted in our 
confciences unto this day, that the fetting up 
and putting down kings and governments, 
is God’s peculiar prerogative; for caufes 
-beft known to himfelf: And that it is not 
our bufinefs to have any hand or contriv- 
ance therein; nor to be bufy bodies above 
our ftation, much lefs to plot and contrive 
the ruin, or overturn of any of them, but to 
pray for the king, and fafety of our nation, 
and good of all men: That we may live a 
peaceable and quiet life, in all godlinefs and 
honetty ; under. the government which God 
is pleafed to fet over us’ —-If thefe are really 
your 2 why do you not abide by 
them? Why do you not leave that, which 
ye call God’s work, to be managed by 
himfelf ? 
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himfelf ? Thefe very principles inftruct you - 


to wait with patience and humility, for the 
event of all public meafures, and to recieve 
that event as the divine will towards you. 
Wherefore, what occafion is there for your 


political teftimony if you fully believe what | 


it contains? And the very publifning it 
proves, that either, ye do not believe what 
ye profefs, or have not virtue enough to 
practife what ye believe. 


The principles of Quakerifm have a di- 
reét tendency to make a man the quiet 
and inoffenfive fubjeét of any, and every go- 
vernment which is fet over him. And if 
the fetting up and putting down of kings 
and governments is God's peculiar preroga- 
tive, he moft certainly will not be robbed 
thereof by us; wherefore the principle it- 
{elf leads you to approve of every thing, 
which ever happened, or may happen to 
kings as being his work. Oliver Cromwell 
thanks you, Charles, then, died not by the 
hands of man; and fhould the prefent 
proud Imitator of him, come to the fame 
untimely end, the writers and publifhers of 
the teftimony, are bound by the doctrine it 
contains, to applaud the fact. Kings are 
not taken away by miracles, neither are 
‘changes in government brought about by 
By ae: any 
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any other means than fuch as are common 
and human; and ‘uch as we are now ufing, 
Even the difperfion of the Jews, though 
foretold by our Saviour, was effected by 
arms. Wherefore, as ye refufe to be the 
means on one fide, ye ought not to be med- 
lers on the other; but to wait the iffue in 
filence ? and unlefs ye can produce divine 
authority, to prove, that the Almighty 
who hath created and placed this new world 
at the greateft diftance it could poffibly 
ftand, eait and weft, from every part of 
the old, doth, neverthelefs, difapprove of 
its being independant of the corrupt and 
abandoned court of Britain, unlefs I fay, 
ye can fhew this, how can ye on the ground 
of your principles, juttify the exciting and 
{iliring up the people ‘* firmly to unite in 
“© the abborrence of all {uch writings, and 
‘© measures, as evidence a defire and defign 
* to break otf the bappy connexion we have 
‘ hitherto enjoyed, with the kingdom of 
¢¢ Great Britain, and our juft and neceflary 
‘s fubordination to the king, and thofe who 
‘© are lawiully placed in authority under 
«© him.” What a flap of the face is here! 
The men, who inthe very paragraph be- 
fore, have quietly and paflively refigned up 
the ordering, aitering, and difpofal of kings 

U and 
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and governments, into the hands of God; 
are now recalling their principles, and put- 
ting in for a fhare of the bufinefs. Is it 
poflible, that the conclufion, which is here 
juftly quoted, can any ways follow from the 
doGrine laid down? The inconfiftency is 
too glaring not to be feen; the abfurdity 
too great not to be laughed at ; and fuch as 
could only hzve been made by thofe, whofe 
under{tandings were darkened by the nar- 
row and crabbed fpirit of a defpairing poli- 
tical party ; for ye are not to be confidered 
as the whole body of the Quakers, but on- 
ly asa factional and fractional part thereof. 


Here ends the examination of your tefti- 
mony; (which I call upon no men to abhor, 
as ye have done, but only to read and judge 
of fairly ;) to which I fubjoin the following 
remark; “ That the fetting up and putting 
down of kings,” moft certainly mean, 
the making him a king, who is yet not fo, 
and the making him no king who is already 
one. And pray what hath this to doin the 
prefent cafe? We neither mean to fet up 
nor to pull down, neither to make nor to un- 
make, but to have nothing to do with them. 
Wherefore, your teftimony in whatever 
Tight itis viewed ferves only to difhonor your 

judgment, 
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judgment, and for many other reafons had 
better have been let alone than publifhed. 


Firft, becaufe it tends to the decreafe and 
reproach of all religion whatever, and is of 
the utmoft danger to fociety, to make it a 
party in political difputes. 


Secondly, Becaufe it exhibits a body of 
men, numbers of whom difavow the pub- 
lifhing political teftomonies, as being con- 
cerned therein and approvers thereof. 

Thirdly, Becaufe it hath a tendency to 
undo that continental harmony and friend- 
fhip which yourfelves by your late liberal 
and charitable donations hath lent a hand 
to eftablifh; and the prefervation of which, 
is of the utmoft confequence to us all. 


And here without anger or refentment I 
bid you farewell. Sincerely wifhing, that 
as men and chriftians, ye may always fully 
and uninterruptedly enjoy every Civil and re- 
ligious right ; and be in your turn, the 
means of fecuring it toothers; but that the 
example which ye have unwifely fet, of 
mingling religion with politics, may de di/- 
avowed and reprobated by every inhabitant 
of AMERICA. 


1 Baa Cae gb aes 


Phe following ave the remainder of thofe Additions and \m- 
‘provements which are added in the body of the new Edi- 
sion of COMMON SENSE. 


Page 61, line. z, from the top, after the paragraph 
which ends with the word ferling, is now added in the 
new edition. . 


The firft and fecond editions of this pamphlet were pub- 
lithed wichout the following calculations, which are now 
given as a proof that the above eftimation of the navy is 
ajuftone. See Entick’s Naval Hift. introd. page 56. 


The charge of building a hip of each rate, and furnifhing 
her with mafts, yards, fails and rigging, together with 
_a proportion of eight months boat{wain’s and carpen- 

-ter’s fea ftores, as calculated by Mr, Burchett, Secretary 
to the Navy. 


For a fhip of 100 guns ot) SENDER 
go . - 29,886 
80 - 23,6038 
JOH) hs - 17,785 
60 - 14,197 
50 - - 16,606 
40 me 79558 
30 ~ - 5,946 
20 - 3,710 


And from hence it is eafy to fum up the value, or coft 
rather, of the whole Britifh navy, which in the year 1757, 
when it was at its greateft glory confilted of the following 


fhips and guns. 


Ships. Guns.  Coft of one. Coft of all. 

ee ene We = 355553 fn - 2133182. 
We et Qacie= 0.295880 - 358,632 
12 PESO) (ai a! Wine BOB en “ 283,056 
Agnncerorgo nm L725 r 7545755 
Bopha KROGEN! OATs Lilo t= fas AOD AoE 
40 * 50 - 10,606 - AZ4,240 
45 eo wh he de 72558 . 340,11e 
58 UN AaB ¥) mh OR LO pa - 215,180 

35 Sloops, bombs, 

and firefhips,one ¢ 2,000 - 170,009 
with another, at ce meee 
Coft 3,266,786 

Remains for guns - Nata} as 


Total 3,5¢0,000 


ROBERT BELL, Bookfeller, to the Public, 
Self-defence againft unjuft attacks needs no apology. Belie 


HE pamphlet of large ADDITIONS to Corimon 
| Senfe, containing feveral excellent pieces, written 
by fome worthy and refpectable citizens of Philadelphia, 
are in the opinion of fome gentlemen, who are good judges 
of literary merit, thought worthy of prefervation, in fuch 
manner as to bind with other pamphlets in an octavo 
volume.—Thofe that think as they do, will buy, and 
thofe who do notthink in that manner, will let them 
alone. 
The judicious and difcerning have perception fufficient 
to obferve this, without the unneceffary intervention of 
the Fofter-Father-Author’s optics (whofe felf-imagined 


importance hath fwelled him into contemptible confequen- 


tiality) becaufe the Provedore to the Sentimentalifts doth 
not print decent epiTions for fuch ignoramus’s as 
Lord Dunmore’s Necroes. 

The envious Mr. Anonymous, the fhadow of an au- 
thor, with his murdering Mask and his DARK LANs 
kHOoRN, fully equipped for the rufiian bufinefs of affafii- 
nation (like unto a villainous TH1EF, whofe voracious 
cravings for prey conftrain him to forget the fears which 
forced him fo lately to {camper away) hath once more crept 
into the field to ros and to pEsTRoy the reputation of 
authors, whofe literary abilities ouT-sHINE his, as faras 
the blaze of a torch out-sHinerH the glimmering of 
a candle. : 

Befide their fuperior talents in literature, they have 
thereto added (in his eyes) another moft grievous offence 
by their not employing him as a go-between, that he 
might thereby have an opportunity to infinuate there is no 
WRITERS in America but the wou’d-be author of Common 


Senfe—This ftolen applaufe he is avaricioufly attached _ 


unto, although he certainly knoweth the ticklifh tenure 
of fuch ufurped reputation—For if he poffeffed only a 
fmall fhare of internal honefty, he would be conftrained 
to cry out in the emphatic words of the poor Ifraelite, 
who loft the hatchet—Atas! FoR IT WAS BORROWED. 

P. S. The judicious part of the public know that the 
oftenfible author was, and ftill is the agereffor, yet the real 
bookfeller, who hateth diffimulation, giveth the following 
true Key to the whole difpute. 


When the work was at a ftand for want of a courageous 
Typographer, I was then recommended by a gentleman 
nearly in the following words, ‘‘ There is Bell, he isa 
Republican Printer, give it to him, and I will anfwer 
for his courage tO PRINT IT. This 


This fame Mr. Anonymous, this Amanueifis t6 2 
roup of authors, on feeing the manly fortitude with 
which R. Bell printed his name on the title of the flam- 
ing production, to found the depths of the multitude for 
a virtuous and glorious independancy; and afterwards be- 
holding the fuccefs of the fale and of the fentiment, he 
immediately formed the ungratefal defign of jockeying 
the Printer, who had to pleafe the authors, and ferve the 
caufe, done fifty pounds worth of work for the {mall price 
of twenty pounds, and at the fame time formed the dif- 
eraceful intention to circumvent the real bookfeller, by 
whole knowledge in bufinefs the pamphlet was made ref- 
pectable—Upon the Bookfeller’s difcovering thefe fhame- 
ful veerings, he laid immediate hold on the indubitable 
Maximo in the law of retaliation, which he holdeth to be as 
invulnerable, in the practice of the world, asthe law of fel fa 
defence, and therefore determined to out-jockey if pofiible. 
The Bookfeller’s fuccefs in this manceuvre was fo ex- 
ceeding galling to the ingrate co-BETWeEEN, who. firft 
made the vicious attempt, that to be convicted and foiled 
at his own weapons was more than his capricious difpofi- 
tion was able to fuftain. He immediately fell into a fit 
of ill-natured,oftentatious, and pretended generofity,which 
would moft certainly have carried him to Bedlam or.a 
p——n, had he not in the midft of his debafement recol- 
lected it was not yet quite impoffible for him to arife 
again, by touching public money, and to attain to be the 
MassangELLO among authors and bookfellers, at leaf 
for one DAY. 

N. B. Robert Bell, in Third-flreet, continueth to' fell 
to all who are capable of making proper diftinctions, the 
large edition of Common Senfe with aut the aditions and 
improvements; alfo the appendix, and addrefs to the 
Quakers COMPLETE. . 

Juk printed, and published at the defire of feveral Mem- 
bers of the Continental Congrefs, and fome of the Milita- 
ry Officers of the Affociation; and is now felling by 
R. BELL, in Third-flreet (Price twentyefix fhillings, 
two volumes in neat bindings ) 


THE MILITARY GUIDE for YOUNG OFFICERS. 
By THOMAS SIMES, Efg. 


'To which are now added extraéts from a military Effay, 
containing reflexions on the raifing, arming, clothing and 
difcipline of the Britifh infantry and cavalry. By Campbell 
Dalrymple, Efq; Lieutenant-Colonel to the King’s own 
regiment of Dragoons. 

"The whole is illuminated with eleven COPPER-PLAT KSe 
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MDCCLXAXYVI, 


A 
DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN THE GHOST oF GENERAL 

MONTGOMERY, And a 


DELEGATE, IN A WOOD NEA 
PET BAAD ELAR ed 


rELCOME to this retreat 
my good friend. If I mif- 
niet take not, I now fee the 
ghoft of the brave General MonTGOMERY. 


Delegate. 


General Montgomery. I am glad to fee 
you. I ftill love liberty and America, and 
the contemplation of the future greatnefs of 
this Continent now forms a large fhare of 
my prefent happinefs: Iam fent here up= 
on an important errand, to’ warn you a- 
gaint liftening to terms of accomodations 


from the court of Britain. 


Del. hall be happy in receiving in- 
Aruction from youin the prefent trying ex- 
igency of our public affairs: But fuppofe 
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the terms you fpeak of fhould be juft and 
honorable. 

Gen. Mont. How can you expect thefe, 
after the King has proclaimed you rebels 
from the throne, and after both houfes of 
parliament have refolved to fupport him in 
carrying on a war again{t you? No, I fee no 
offers from Great Britain but of PARDON. 
‘The very word is an infult upon our caufe, 
‘To whom is pardon offered to virtuous 
freemen. For what?—for flying to arms 
in defence of the rights of humanity: And 
from'whom do thefe offers come? From a 
ROYAL CRIMINAL. You have furnifhed 
me with a new reafon for triumphing in 
my death, for I had rather have it faid that 
Idied by his vengeance, than that I lived 
by his mercy. . 

- Del. But you think nothing of the de- 
ftruGtive confequences of war. How many 
cities muft be reduced to afhes ! how many 
families muft be ruined! and how many 
widows and orphans muft be made, fhould 
the prefent war be continued any longer 
with Great Britain. 

Gen. Mont. I think of nothing but of 
the deftructive confequences of flavery. The 
calamities of war are tranfitory and confined 

Fey 
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> in their effects. But the calamities of fla- 
very are extenfive and Jafting in their ope- 
ration. Ilove mankind as well as you, 
and I could never reftrain a tear when my 
love of juftice has obliged me to fhed the 
blood of a fellow creature. It is my hu- 
manity that makes me urge you againft a 
reconciliation with Great Britain, for if 
this takes place, nothing can prevent the 
American Colonies from being the feat of 
war as often as the King of Great Britain 
renews his quarrels with any of the Colo- 
nies, or with any of the belligerent powers 
ef Europe. | 
Del. Itremble at the dodtrine you have 
advanced. 1 fee you are-for the indepen~ 
dance of the Colonies on Great Britaia. 


Gen. Mont. I am for permanent liberty, 
peace, and fecurity to the American Colo- 
nies. 

Del. Thefe can only be maintained by 
placing the Colonies in the fituation they 
were in the year 1763. 

Gen. Mont. And is no fatisfaGtion to b 
made to the Colonies for the blood and 
treafure they have expended in refifting the 
arms of Great Britain? Who can foften the 


prejudices of the King——the parliament— 
| and 
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and the nation, each of whom will be averfe 
to maintain a peace with you in proportion 
to the advantages you have gained over 
them? Who fhall make reftitution to the 
widows—the mothers—and the children 
of the men who have been flain by their 
arms? Can no hand wield the {ceptre of 
government in America except that which 
has been ftained with the blood of your 
countrymen ? For my part if I thought this 
Continent would ever acknowledge the fo- 
vereignty of the Crown of Britain again, I 
ihould forever lament the day in which I 
offered up my life for its falvation. 

Del. You fhould diftinguifth between 


the King and his minifters, 


Gen. ifont, JI live in a world where all 
suitical iuperftition is done away. The 
ang is the author of all the meafures car- 
ed on againft America. The influence of 
ad minifters is no better apology for thefe 

than the influence of bad com- 

any is for a murderer, who expiates his 
imes under a gallows.—-You all complain 
the corruption of the parliament, and of 
the venality of the nation, and yet you for- 
ct that the Crown is the fource of them. 
A la ee mg the itreams, and yet you 


are 
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are willing to fit down at the very fountain 
of corruption and venality. 


Del. Our diftance and charters will pro- 
tect us from the influence of the crown. 


Gen. Mont. Your diftance will only render 
your danger more imminent, and your ruin 
more irretrievable. Charters are no reftraints 
againft the luft of power. The only reafon 
why you have efcaped fo long is, becaufe 
- the treafure of the nation has been employed 
for thefe 50 years in buying up the virtue 
of Britain and Ireland. Hereafter the feduc- 
tion of the reprefentatives of the people of 
America will be the only aim of adminiftra- 
tion thould you continue to be connected 
with them. | 


Del. But I forefee many evils from the 
independance of the Colonies. Our trade 
will be ruined from the want of a navy to 
protect it. Each Colony will put in its 
claim for fuperiority, and we fall have do- 
meftic wars without end. 


Gen. Mont. As I now know that Divine 
Providence intends this country to be the 
afylum of perfecuted virtue from every quar- 
ter of the globe, fo I think your trade will 
be the vehicle that will convey it to you, 

| 7 Heaven 
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Heaven has furnifhed you with greater re. 
fources fora navy than any nation in the 
world. Nothing but an ignorance of your 
{trength could have led you to facrifice your 
trade for the protection of a foreign navy. 
A freedom from the reftraints of the acts of 
navigation I forefee will produce fuch im- 
menfe additions to the wealth of this coun- 
try that pofterity will wonder that ever you 
thought your prefent trade worth its pro- 
tection. As to the fuppofed contentions 
between fifter colonies, they have no foun- 
dation in truth. But fuppofing they have, 
will delaying the independance of the Colo- 
nies, 50 years, prevent them? No—the 
weaknefs of the Colonies, which at firft 
produced their union, will always preferve 
it, ‘till it fhall be their intereft to be feparat- 
ed. Had the Colony of Maflachufet’s-bay 
been poffefied of the military refources which 
it would probably have had go years hence, 
would fhe have held out the fignal of diftrefs 
to her fifter colonies, upon the news of the 
Bofton port-bill? No—fhe would have 
-withftood all the power of Britain alone, 
and afterwards the neutral colonics might 
have fhared the fate of the colony of Canada. 
Moreover, had the connection with Great- 
_ Britain 
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Britain been continued so years longer, the 
progrefs of Britith laws, cuftoms, and man- 
ners (now totally corrupted) would have - 
been fuch that the Colonies would have 
been prepared to welcome flavery. But had 
it been otherwife, they muft have afferted 
their independance with arms. ‘This is 
nearly done already. It will be cruel to be- 
queath another conteft to your poiterity. 


De/. But I dread all innovations in go- 
vernments. They are very dangerous things. 


‘Gen. Mont. Therevolution, which gave 
a temporary f{tability to the liberties of Bri- 
tain, wag an innovation in government, and 
yet no ill confequences have arifen from it. 
Innovations are dangerous only as they fhake 
the prejudices of a people ; but there are 
now, I believe, but few prejudices to be 
found, in this country, in favor of the 
old conneG@ion with Great-Britain. Tex- 
cept thofe men only who are under the in- 
fluence of their paflions and offices. — 

Def. But is it not moft natural for us to 
with for a conneétion with a people who 
fpeak the faine language with us, and pof- 
fefs the fame laws, religion, and forms of 


government with ourfelves. 
: Gen, Mont. 
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Gen. Mont. The immortal Montefquiew 
fays, that nations fhould form alliances with 
thofe nations only which are as unlike to 
themfelves as poflible in religion, laws and 
manners, if they mean to preferve their 
own conftitutions. Your dependance upon 
the crown is no advantage, but rather an in- 
jury, to the people of Britain, as it encreaf- 
es the power and influence of the King. 
‘The people are benefited only by your trade, 
and this they may have after you are inde- 
pendant of the crown. Should you be dif- 
pofed to forgive the King and the nation 
for attempting to enflave you, they will 
never forgive you for having bafled them in 
the attempt. 

Del. But we have many friends in both 
Houfes of Parliament. | 

Gen. Mont. You mean the miniftry 
have many enemies in Parliament who con- 
nect the caufe of America with their cla- 
mours at the door of adminiftretion. Lord 
Chatham’sconciliatory bill would have ruin- 
ed you more effectually than Lord North's 
motion. The Marquifs of Rockingham 
was the anthor of the declaratory bill. Mr. 
Wilkes has added infamy to the hana 

2 Q 


rrom ELYSIUM, 1g 


of your caufe, and the Duke of Grafton 
and Lord Lyttleton have rendered the mi- 
nority junto, if poflible, more contemptible 
than ever. 7 


Del.. But if we become independant we 
fhall become a commonwealth. 


Gen. Mont. 1 maintain that it is your in- 
tereft to be independant of Great Britain, 
but I do not recommend any new form of 
government to you. I fhould think it 
ftrange that a people who have virtue 
enough to defend themfelves againft the 
moft powerful nation in the world fhould 
want wifdom to contrive a perfect and free 
form of government. Yau have been kept 
in fabjection to the crown of Britain by a 
miracle, Your liberties have hitherto been 
fafpended by a thread. Your connection 
with Great-Britain is unnatural and unne- 
ceffary. All the wheels of a government 
fhould move within itfelf.--I would only 
beg leave to obferve to you, that monarchy 
and ariftocracy have in all ages been the ve- 
hicles of flavery. : 


- Dei. Our governments will want force 
and authority if we become independant of 
Great-Britain. | : 
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Gen. Mont. 1 beg leave to contradi& 
that aflertion. No royal edits or acts of 
affembly have ever been more faithfully or 
univerfally obeyed than the refolves of the 
Congrefs. I admire the virtue of the co- 
lonies, and did not fome of them ftill hang 
upon the haggard breafts of Great- Britain, 
I fhould think the time now come in which 
they had virtue enough to be happy under 
any form of government. Remember that 
it is in a commonwealth only that you can 
expeét to find every man a patriot or a hero. 
Ariftides--Epaminondas -- Pericles --Scipio- 
Camillus--and a thoufand: other iluftrious 
Grecian and Roman heroes, would never 
have aftonifhed the world with their names 
had they lived under royal governments. 


Del. Will not a declaration of indepen= 
dance leflen' the number of our friends, 
and encreafe the rage of our enemies in 
Britain ? i) < 


Gen, Mont. Your friends as (you call 
them) are too. few--too divided--and too in- 
terefted to help you, And as for your ene~. 
mies, they have done their worft. They 
have called upon Ruffians-- Hanoverians-- 
Heffians--Canadians--Savages-and Negroes 


to aflit them in burning your towns--defo- 
lating 
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lating your country--and in butchering your 
wives andchildren. You have nothing fur- 
ther to fearfrom them. Go, then, andawak- 
en the Congrefs to a fenfe of their import- 
ance; you have no time to lofe. France waits 
for nothing but a declaration of your inde- 
pendance to revenge the injuries they fuf- 
tained from Britain in the laft war. But 
I forbear to reafon any further with you. | 
The decree is finally gone forth, Britain 
and America are now diftinét empires. 
Your country teems with patriots--heroes-~ 
and legiflators, who are impatient to barft 
forth into light and importance. Hereafter 
your atchievements (hall no more {well the 
page of Britith hiftory. God did not 
excite the attention of all Europe--of the 
whole world--nay of angels themfelves to 
the prefent controverfy for nothing. The 
inhabitants of Heaven long to fee the ark 
finithed, in which all the liberty and true 
religion of the world are to be depofited. 
The day in which the Colonies declare 
their independance will be a jubilee to 
Hampden--Sidney--Ruflel-- Warren -- Gar- 
diner-- Macpherfon -- Cheefeman, andall the 
other heroes who fave offered themfelves 
as facrifices upon the altar of liberty. It 
was 
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‘was no {mall mortification to me when I 
fell upon the plains of Abraham, to refleé 
that I did not expire like the brave General 
Wolfe, in the arms of vittory. But I now 
no longer envy him his glory. I would 
rather die in attempting to obtain permanent: 
freedom for a handful of people, than fur- 
vive a conqueft which would ferve only to 
extend the empire of defpotifm. A band 
of heroes now beckon to me. I can only 
add that America is the theatre where hu- 
man nature will /co2 receive its greatett 
military--civil and literary honors.--- 
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